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BDESCRIPTION •

CONDITION CHECK ONE • CHECK ONE

X-eXCELlENT

_GOOD
_FAIR

_DETERIORATED

_ RUINS

_UNEXPOSED

..-UNALTERED

XALTERED
.,X..OAIGINAl srrs
_MOVED DATE, _

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Beach Store sits on a waterfront lot of 21,063 square feet. The large free-
standing building is a large fairly modest two story structure with a gabled roof and
a small shed attachment on the north side. It is immediately recognizable as a,turn-
of-the-century general store. The rectangular building was constructed on a driftwood
log foundation. It"is of frame construction covered' on the outside by weatherboard.
The quaint rural character of the crisp white store is enhanced by the shed roofed
verandah across the front. The, front of the building has three sash windows, one store-
front six paned window and a single door entrance on the' porch level. Above, there is
a second doorway, now covered with a board shutter, and four sash windo~ two on either
side. Along the sides of the building are symmetrically spaced sash windows and the
rear of the store also has the same. A shed is attached crudely to the back of the
store but it does not violate the weatherboard siding or frame. A shed porch also
extends from the back door across the rear wa 11. Recent owners added a tin.chimney to
the steep reel'a'spha'l'troOf whiCh iiiready had ~' brickcllimneiHs ing,lrom{tsrearsect:.i on.
The only detail which m'ighfb'e .cons tderad decorative is the boom town front on the shed
t'hough..it seems to' be there''mo'refor'symmel:r'y"than flash. The store has hi stori cally
appeared modest and functional. That character remains today.

The interior of the downstairs is divided between the shelved store area and a small
two room living quarters. The large high ceiling upstairs is all one room except for
a partitioned off corner. Both floors have doors front and rear. Up until the construc-
tion last year of an interior stairway the only way to get upstairs was via an outside
set of steps. The interior like the exterior has seen no major alteration .
. . l-. .; I .: \ .: ;-, :,' ; r.tr ,
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IISIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

_PREHISTOHIC
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_1500-1599
_1600-1699
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_1800-1899
.J(1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE" CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW ..
---ARCHEOlUGY-PREHISTORIC

----ARCH EOlOGY -HI STORie

----AGRICULTURE
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.....ART

-X-COMMERCE
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_COMMUNITY PLANNING
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_ECONOMICS
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SPECIFIC DATES 1901 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Elizabeth M. Richards
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Beach Store, as it is known today, sits on some of the first land settled on
Lummi Island. The name Beach comes not from the shoreline over which the store looks
but from a pioneer .homesteader on the Island, John (Wade) Beach. The sheltered property
on the lee side of the island where the store sits changed hands a number of times before
1901, (~Im'Bacus 1890; Harr-ison Bacus 1~90-1895,J., B. Benne~t,1895-1899,)\de.1a.id,e.,C.Gu.ion
1899- 1901) . B~t :iri .~hat y,e'arEriziibe.th,~1.R,fc,hardsa:cqu},:"e1,;'tr,e,}rop~rty,.an:dhad fI, 1arge
new grocery bUllt wlth an apartment behind and a large meetlng r90m ~ps~al~s., Ther~ had
been a shed building operated as a store beforafhat but tlie Beach store was 'the fi'rst·
store on the island to look like one. The store became the'island~ post office that year
and remained so until 1941. (During those years letters ~oing,to the islanders were
addressed to Beach, Washington, rather than Lummi Island.)

Along with her son, William, Elizabeth Richards ran the post office out of the store,
then called Beach Grocery, until May 18, 1910, when she sold it to Louis F. Buchholz.
Buchholz also took over duties as postmaster from William Richards that summer. During
the years that Buchholz ran the store very few changes were made to the building, but
the community around it grew tremendously. Three large canneries employed several hundred
workers, many of them Orientals. Several of the fish traps on the island were counted
among the highest producing traps on Puget Sound (The famous Allsop Trap which Pacific
American Fisheries purchased for $90,000 in 1899 was just off the shore on Lummi Island's
west side. It was the richest trap on the Sound for several years.). With the island's
population growth the upstairs of the store became a meeting place for dances, box socials,
grange meetings and political discussions. About 1925 a public ferry service began operat-
ing from a dock which was built immediately across from the store.

The store then became a sort of passenger terminal for people waiting for the ferry
and its porch began a run of over fifty years as "the best place on the island to sit and
watch folks come and go." As automobiles became common on the island the store began
selling gasoline and giving directions to the hundreds of tourists that visited the island
each year. The resorts that were built on the island added to the number of island visitor~
'each year. To all of them the white store was a landmark. For a time the only telephone
on the island was in the Beach Grocery as was the only fire station, but in time a tele-
phone exchange building was constructed behind the store and service was extended to some
private homes (the concrete exchange building still stands).

In 1926 the store was sold to Wallace Coleman and he changed the name to Coleman's
Mercantile but he kept it white with a cedar shingle roof as it had always been. Since
he was buying a post office as well as a business, Coleman became the postmaster as had
all the store's owners. Coleman kept the store up through the depression and from photos
taken during those years it looked no worse for the economic climate. The island's can-
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neries closed early in the 1930's and the population dropped off but fishermen and farmers
organized upstairs to see that the islanders got by during the hard depression years.

Early in August, 1945, just as the war was ending, a returning veteran and his wife
bought the store and changed the name to the Beach Store in honor of the island's first
postmaster. Harold and Gladys Long went right to work on the store. They built a sepa-
rate cold storage locker buildin9 and warehouse behind the.store and put large driftwood
logs underneath to reinforce the foundation. But they never changed the building itself,
not even the crisp white color. In 1955 the Long's built the house they now live in next
to the ferry dock and moved out of the store. They continued to operate the Beach Store
until they retired in 1970 and sold it to Bill and Virginia Smith. The Smith's then sold
the store to its current owners in 1977.

The future of the Beach Store was in serious doubt until early this year. But this
spring a group of islander's created the Lummi Island Historical and Preservation Society
with the express aim of preserving the store for use again as a community center. A
structural engineer examined the store in June and found it to be sound and tight. The
only danger to its future is the increased demand for shoreline island property by de-
velopers. Now as in the past the Beach Store is the community focal point on Lummi
Island.

--------- ._..._-_ .. -
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A;"hiltO"

Hisi~ricPr~~~r;~!iOfl

a;amify 6)l'ee CUpdate on the
CEfie;a&dhand ~ey EJonathan ~hal'ds a;amUy

Hello again,

Since Marcb of tbis year wben we made contact witb tbe Altbera and Frank Compton
brancb of tbis large family, we bave found a great deal of new information about tbe Ripley
Jonathan Ricbards Family. But first, an important note: earlier copies oftbe family picture may
bave bad some family members identified incorrectly. It appears tbat we did not accurately
recognize tbe four sisters. However, tbe enclosed copy bas been amended and is now precise, we
trust.

Our Ricbards family history involving the Beacb Store on Lummi Island was all news to us,
but wbat a marvelous source of new data it bas become. On Friday, April 26tb, we took tbe noon
ferry to Lummi Island and were welcomed by Liz and Mark Marsball, tbe new owners of tbe Beacb
Store. They gave us a royal tour including the upstairs meeting ball witb entrance via an outside
stairway as first built. The floors sparkled and are tbe original wood from 1901, and tbe upstairs
even bad instruments waiting to be played by a group tbat practises tbere. The Marsballs bave
renovated the place to first class condition including tbe foundation wbicb is on four big old cedar
logs. They painted tbe store yellow on tbe outside and now operate a Cafe on tbe first floor. Mark
even bad a letter from tbe granddaughter of WilUam Lincoln Riehards, Frances Ricbards
Fulbright. Later wben I called her, sbe told me tbat ber motber was Alice Amos Ricbards. Nice
surprises along tbe way.

We recently learned that our Bellingham Public Library bas a genealogy section teeming
witb all kinds of information including copies of the 1900 and 1910 Wbatcom County Census
Records. So tbis week, we stopped by tbere to see wbat we could find out. In tbe census records for
1900, we found Ripley J. Ricbards living witb William Lincoln and Neva Case Ricbards and tbeir
five young children born in Wisconsin. In tbe 1910 record .. we discovered tbe names of Russell and
Leon Ricbards (botb still single) living witb tbeir widowed motber, Elizabeth Margaret, along with
three of Llewellyn's sons: Clayton, Roland, and Earl Elizabeth was born in Pennyslvania, and
Ripley and his parents, as well as bis nine brotbers and sisters, were all born in Vermont.

As you can imagine, I have been very busy on tbe computer since then trying to enter all the
new data. And now we want to share it with you.

252 South Garden Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-5820

Phone: (360) 733-4344
FAX: (360) 733-4077

May 1996
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6J"he~ey EJomatfum<IQ.cftardS~ami£y
AntlfJo, <wisconsin - c.1886

!XP,,! Antulh ,~dlyn, <wUltAm, <W1l1'1'ett, Otis, Arthull
C{)to[d, %on, <EtlEll&eth!XP1'81lrd, ~£y, <.IZ-u.sse[[, EJrnny

~~t Inf01'llUltlon Ji'om ~n Compton <)3assdt (B"And4a"fllite .. of ArtlierA ~chAr4s
Compton An4 4A"fIlite .. ofOOCes WA .... "n Comptonl .."ports thAt "tlils fAmlCyliAs li££n t"Ac,,1 AS

fA" 6Ack AS tli" 1600's In A..mnIcA. lflll54lidli fKll"lI" ..et crul'n£'l ~1cliA......liA.c tlils CA..S"fAmlCy
An4 ArtlierA WAStli" d4£st. ~ WAS" B..ut WAn4er" .. An4 414n't stAyliom£ mllcli--li"
wAn.c.. ..,,1 Arr0",,"1' tli" CUs. "nl jlnArry "nl,,1 up In CWMtcom County wli£n Ii" notljl,,1 tli"
fAmlCy tliAt 'tlils Is tli" li£st pCAC"q liAW li££n' An4 tol4 tlil<m to mO"Yl<out f ..om <wIsconsin.
lflll54lidli fKll"lI" ..et "n4 S£Wl'.u of Ii"" &oys mowa out "n4 sdtf,,1 on ~mml CfsIAn4wk .." tli"'l
&\lift Astor" An4li£14 4Anus. 'Her &oys "n4 Acoupe.. of Artli"""'s sons hAl Afittr.. fJAn4An4 pCAY"1
tk moutli orll"n, 3"w's hArp. JUt'lI". etc. for 4Anc .... " Qflils SlIM" 6ulC4lna fmown AS tli" <]3£Acli
Star" (nAM"1 for tli" jlm postmAStu EJolin WAr4<]3£AClil stll[ stAn.... An41s on tk StAte
~Ister of'HlstorlcAC <j3ulC4lnas.

Qflils lAtA Ji'om ..""",, ..eli 6y
Arlc" Ani ~oy WAyne ~chA ......

- son of~rr ~eliA ..Is -
262 Soutli Gct...c..n St .."d, <J3&InaliAm, WASlilnaton 98226

fKllyl996
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QJ1i£ ~!3onllthlln CJZ.1chlI1'4s(fllmU!
~ntlll". <wisconsin - c. 1886

!XiI"y ~nllAh. ~dIyn. 'WlIIIam. 'W""rr£1l. QtIs. A(th."."
Vlofrl. %on. <El1"..jMrth!XiI"S" ..et, ~ey. <It--Il.3£1lny

~£t IJollAthCln~h" ...cs
&om 1828 In 'O£l'mont

sP..I'YClwIn the O"If'W"" ..
.ad 1905 In CJ3eI[lnah"m

~Ith A/f<ln~h" ...cs
60rn 1952 In CJ3dlInshClm
&coniC chlf.cof~oy
'U.s. Alrforce 197'2-78

~Il ~h" ...cs
&om 1880 In ~ntlll'" 'W"\sc.

~nth chlf.cof~ey
.ad 1955 In CJ3dlInshClm.'W"~

ehCl.cOOchCld~ch" ...cs
60rn 1973 In cr"Ip£!. cr"Iw"n
()nfy chlf.cof <Keth fo. Stllcey

'U.s. A,rmy since 1993

~oy 'W""yn£ ~ch" ...cs
60rn 1925 In CJ3dlInshClm
Son of~ fo. 0"""'U.s. We"t 1943-46

~oy "niCArlee ~hCl ...cs
with tftd .. chlf.c..£1l

Cl'iency. <Keth. ~n
CJ3dlInahClm.<W~- 1967
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cneach Store
~mmllJsWtuC. <wfmtcom Count'l. Washl"llton 98262

ApI'IC 1996 <{)lslt frt Arlee &. ~'l (~ful1'lCs

The Beach Store was placed on the Wasbington State Register of Historic Places in 1978 after a
successful nomination hy Michael Sullivan of the Wbatcom County Parks Department assisted hy
longtime Lummi bland resident Polly Hanson. Elizabeth Margaret Richards is listed as the
builder/architect. In 1901, Elizabeth ..acquired the property and bad a large new grocery built with
an apartment behind and a large meeting room upstairs. ••AIong with her son, William, she ran the
post office out of the store until May 18, 1910 when she sold it..,"

sPnsmt Owners
(E{llla£!eth &. !K!lrli: !K!lrshaU

Itost ...lsttors APc£ ~It ..rlfs &t <Jt.oosIA

Outside stairway on the back Upstairs meeting room ready for music

,;~,~'6~~~},:k·.':'::,~,:,-",:·:(i;t ::',j, ,;.~;
CVlew.fromtrlC g;errt ~...n"8 Otcltlng tft£ ferrt to tr.£ ..... Inf..n.r

corOl' \pictures &t %<Il"t <w"yn£ ~cliA,.lfs.
er..nlfson of (fi18lllietft ..nA~ EJonatltAn~1tA,.lfs



Husband: Ripley Jonatban RiCbards."- el- _
Born: April 19, 1828

Married: October 23, 1854
Died: May 08, 1905

Father: Ira Richards
Mother: Annah

Other Spouses:

in: Vermont
in:
in: Bellingham, Washington

Wife: Elizabetb Margaret Turney

Born: February 12, 1839
~ed: April 18, 1920

Father:
Mother:

Other Spouses'

in: Pennsylvania
in: Bellingham, Washington

CHILDREN

1 Name: Althera Emeline Richards
Born: March 11, 1857 in: Liberty, Antagomie, Wisconsin

F Married: Abt 1874 in: Wisconsin
Died: Aft 1931 in: Bellingham, Washington

Spouse: Frank Compton

2 Name: Warren Perry Richards
Bam: June 07, 1859 in: Wisconsin

M Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

3 Name: William Lincoln Richards
Bam: February 13, 1862 in: Wisconsin

M Married: 1888 in: Wisconsin
~ed: in:

Spouse: Neva Estelle Case

4 Name: Mary Annah Richards
Born: April 26, 1864 in: Wisconsin

F Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

5 Name: Llewellyn Richards
Bam: March 30, 1867 in: Wisconsin

M Married: Abt 1888 in: Wisconsin
Died: in: Bellingham, Washington

Spouses: Mary Elizabeth Tatroe, Annie Cunningham

6 Name: Otis Arden Richards
Bam: April 17, 1870 in: Wisconsin

M Married: Abt 1907 in:
Died: April 18, 1914 in: Bellingham, Washington

Spouse: Catherine

7 Name: Jenny Richards
Born: December 24,1873 in: Wisconsin

F Married: Abt 1893 in: Wisconsin
~ed: in:

Spouse: Elihu Wickware

8 Name: Violet Lillian Richards
Bam: May 17, 1877 in: Wisconsin

F Married: in:
~ed: in:

Spouse: Case

1



9 Name: Russell Richards • in: Antigo, Langlade County, Wis.inBam: March 21, 1880
M Married: May 05,1920 in: Portland, Oregon

Died: April 01,1955 in: Bellingham, Washington
Spouse: Clara Fredericka Wilhelmina Kirchner

10 Name: Leon Tumey Richards
Born: December 19, 1883 in: Wisconsin

M Married: December 26,1912 in:
Died: 1968 in: Bellingham, Washington

Spouse: Edith Dolly Palmer

11 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

12 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

13 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

14 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

15 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

16 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

17 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

18 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

19 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

2



Husband:WilliamLincolnRichardseL- el- _

Born: February 13, 1862 in: Wisconsin
Married: 1888 in: Wisconsin

Died: in:
FaIher: Ripley JonaIhan Richards

MoIher: ElizabeIh Margaret Tumey
OIher Spouses:

Wife: Neva Estelle Case

Born: March 1872
Died:

FaIher: Irvin J. Case
MoIher: Sarah J.

OIher Spouses'

in: Wisconsin
in:

CHILDREN

1 Name: ElizabeIh S. (Bessie) Richards
Born: August 1891 in: Wisconsin

F Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse: Walter Seelye

2 Name: Hugh Edwin Richards
Born: February 1893 in: Wisconsin

M Married: in:
Died: February 08, 1978 in: Whatcom County, Washington

Spouse: Alice Amos

3 Name: Beatrice E. Richards
Born: August 1895 in: Wisconsin

F Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse: Webber

4 Name: Raymond L. Richards
Born: June 1896 in: Wisconsin

M Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

5 Name: Delbert W. Richards
Bom: July 1898 in: Wisconsin

M Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

6 Name: Roger Richards
Bom: April 20, 1900 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington

M Married: in:
Died: May 03, 1900 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington

Spouse:

7 Name: Goldie Richards
Bom: June 20, 1901 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington

F Married: in:
Died: May 03, 1902 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington

Spouse:

8 Name: Irvin Richards
Bom: Abt 1903 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington

M Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

1
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9 Name: Marshall Richards • in: Lummi Island, Whatcom coun.aShingtonBorn: Abt 1907
M Married: in:

Died: in:
Spouse:

10 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

II Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

12 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

13 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

14 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

15 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

16 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

17 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

18 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

19 Name:
Born: in:

Married: in:
Died: in:

Spouse:

2






