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EZ DESCRIPTION ® ¢
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Beach Store sits on a waterfront lot of 21,063 square feet. The large free-
standing building is a Targe fairly modest two story structure with a gabled roof and
a small shed attachment on the north side, It is immediately recognizable as a.turn-
of-the-century general store. The rectangular building was constructed on a driftwood
log foundation. It.is of frame construction covered on the outside by weatherboard.
The quaint rural character of the crisp white store is enhanced by the shed roofed
verandah across the front. The. front of the building has three sash windows, one store-
front six paned window and a single door entrance on the porch level. Above, there is
a second doorway, now covered with a board shutter, and four sash windows, two on either
side. Along the sides of the building are symmetrically spaced sash windows and the
rear of the store also has the same. A shed is attached crudely to the back of the
store but it does not violate the weatherboard siding or frame. A shed porch also
extends from the back door across the rear wall. Recent owners added a tin.chimney to
the' stéep’ red asphalt roof which already had a brick_chimney rising from its rear section.
The ‘only .detail which might be considered decorative is the boom town front on the shed
though. it seems to be there more for symmetry than flash. Thé store has historically
appeared modest and functional. That character remains today.

The interior of the downstairs is divided between the shelved store area and a small
two room 1iving quarters. The large high ceiling upstairs is all one room except for
a partitioned off corner. Both floors have doors front and rear. Up until the construc-
tion last year of an interior stairway the only way to get upstairs was via an outside
set of steps. The interior like the exterior has seen no major alteration.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1901 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Elizabeth M. Richards

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Beach Store, as it is known today, sits on some of the first land settled on
Lummi Island. The name Beach comes not from the shoreline over which the store looks
but from a pioneer .homesteader on the Island, John (Wade) Beach. The sheltered property
on the lee side of the island where the store sits changed hands a number of times before
1901  (Wm Bacus 1890; -Harrison Bacus 1890-1895, J. B. Bennett 1895-1899, Adelaide C. Guion
1899-1901). But -in that year Elizabeth M. Richards acquired the property and had a large
new grocery built with an apartment behind and a Targe meeting room upstairs. There "had
been a shed building operated as a store before that but the Beach Store was the first
store on the jsland to look like one. The store became the island's post office that year
and remained so until 1941. (During those years letters going to the islanders were
addressed to Beach, Washington, rather than Lummi Island.

Along with her son, William, Elizabeth Richards ran the post office out of the store,
then called Beach Grocery, until May 18, 1910, when she sold it to Louis F. Buchholz.
Buchholz also took over duties as postmaster from William Richards that summer. During
the years that Buchholz ran the store very few changes were made to the building, but
the community around it grew tremendously. Three large canneries employed several hundred
workers, many of them Orientals. Several of the fish traps on the island were counted
among the highest producing traps on Puget Sound (The famous Allsop Trap which Pacific
American Fisheries purchased for $90,000 in 1899 was just off the shore on Lummi Island's
west side. It was the richest trap on the Sound for several years.). With the island's
population growth the upstairs of the store became a meeting place for dances, box socials,
grange meetings and political discussions. About 1925 a public ferry service began operat-
ing from a dock which was built immediately across from the store.

The store then became a sort of passenger terminal for people waiting for the ferry
and its porch began a run of over fifty years as "the best place on the island to sit and
watch folks come and go."” As automobiles became common on the isltand the store began
selling gasoline and giving directions to the hundreds of tourists that visited the island
each year. The resorts that were built on the island added to the number of island visitors
‘each year. To all of them the white store was a Tandmark. For a time the only telephone
on the island was in the Beach Grocery as was the only fire station, but in time a tele-
phone exchange building was constructed behind the store and service was extended to some
private homes (the concrete exchange building still stands).

In 1926 the store was sold to Wallace Coleman and he changed the name to Coleman's
Mercantile but he kept it white with a cedar shingle roof as it had always been. Since
he was buying a post office as well as a business, Coleman became the postmaster as had
all the store's owners. Coleman kept the store up through the depression and from photos
taken during those years it looked no worse for the economic climate. The island's can-
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neries closed early in the 1930's and the population dropped off but fishermen and farmers
organized upstairs to see that the islanders got by during the hard depression years.

Early in August, 1945, just as the war was ending, a returning veteran and his wife
bought the store and changed the name to the Beach Store in honor of the island's first
postmaster. Harold and Gladys Long went right to work on the store. They built a sepa-
rate cold storage locker building and warehouse behind the. store and put large driftwood
logs underneath to reinforce the foundation. But they never changed the building itself,
not even the crisp white color. In 1955 the Long's built the house they now live in next
to the ferry dock and moved out of the store. They continued to operate the Beach Store
until they retired in 1970 and sold it to Bill and Virginia Smith. The Smith's then sold
the store to its current owners in 1977.

The future of the Beach Store was in serious doubt until early this year. But this
spring a group of islander's created the Lummi Island Historical and Preservation Society
with the express aim of preserving the store for use again as a community center. A
structural engineer examined the store in June and found it to be sound and tight. The
only danger to its future is the increased demand for shoreline island property by de-
velopers. Now as in the past the Beach Store is the community focal point on Lummi
Island.
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VERBAL BOU NDARY DESCRIPTION

The upper portion of the lot on which the store sits is separated from the beachfront
by a road. This 1ot is trape201da1 w1th w1dth 118 ft. and depth go1ng from 165 ft. to
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Family P ree Update on the
Flicabeth and Ripley Jonathan Richards Framily

Hello again,

Since March of this year when we made contact with the Althera and Frank Compton
branch of this large family, we have found a great deal of new information about the Ripley
Jonathan Richards Family, But first, an important note: earlier copies of the family picture may
have had some family members identified incorrectly. It appears that we did not accurately
recognize the four sisters. However, the enclosed copy has been amended and is now precise, we
trust.

Our Richards family history invelving the Beach Store on Lummi Island was all news to us,
but what a marvelous source of new data it has become. On Friday, April 26th, we took the noon
ferry to Lummi Island and were welcomed by Liz and Mark Marshall, the new owners of the Beach
Store. They gave us a royal tour including the upstairs meeting hall with entrance via an outside
stairway as first built. The floors sparkled and are the original wood from 1901, and the upstairs
even had instruments waiting to be played by a group that practises there. The Marshalls have
renovated the place to first class condition including the foundation which is on four big old cedar
logs. They painted the store yellow on the cutside and now operate a Cafe on the first floor. Mark
even had a letter from the granddaughter of William Lincoln Richards, Frances Richards
Fulbright. Later when I catled her, she told me that her mother was Alice Amos Richards. Nice
surprises along the way.

We recently learned that our Bellingham Public Library has a genealogy section teeming
with all kinds of information including copies of the 1900 and 1910 Whatcom County Census
Records. So this week, we stopped by there to see what we could find out. In the census records for
1900, we found Ripley J. Richards living with William Linceln and Neva Case Richards and their
five young children born in Wisconsin. In the 1910 records, we discovered the names of Russell and
Leon Richards (both still single) living with their widowed mother, Elizabeth Margaret, along with
three of Llewellyn's sons: Clayton, Roland, and Earl. Elizabeth was born in Pennyslvania, and
Ripley and his parents, as well as his nire brothers and sisters, were all born in Vermont.

As you can imagine, I have been very busy on the computer since then trying to enter all the

new data. And now we want to share it with you.
Lleect .4747;44.«4«
Tk s et ﬁ ] Alice and LeRoy Wayne Richards

Bellingham, WA 98225-5820

. Ze Lo AL
Lsen st v s med Phone: (360) 7334344
e, Aesed Ay L s ’ FAX: (360) 733-4077

May 1996
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O he Ripley Jonathan Richards Family
Antigo, Wisconsin ~ c. 1886

Mary Annah , Qewellyn, William, Warren, Otis, Althera
©iolet, Teon, Elizabeth Margaret, Ripley, Russell, Jenny

Recent information from qiffian Compton PBassett (granddaughter of Althera Richards
Compton and daughter of Miles Warren Compton) reports that "this family has been traced as
far back as the 1600's in America. Elizabeth Margaret Jurney Richards had this large family
and Afthera was the eldest. Ripley was a great wanderer and didn’t stay home much--he
wandered all over the ULS. and finally ended up in Whatcom County when he notified the
family that 'this is the best place I have been’ and told them to move out from Wisconsin,
Eflizabeth Margaret and several of her boys moved out and settled on Qymmi Island where they
built a store and held dances. Her boys and a couple of Afthera’s sons had a [ittle band and played
the mouth organ, Jew's harp, fiddle, etc. for dances.” GYhis same building known as the Beach
Store (named for the first postmaster John Ward Peach) still stands and is on the State

Register of Historical Buildings.

O his data from research by
Alice and Y¢Roy Wayne Richards
~ son of Russell Richards -
252 South Garden Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225
May 1996




@ he Ripley Jonathan Richards Sramily
Antigo, Wisconsin - c. 1886

Mary Annah, Ygwellyn, William, Warren, Otis, Afthera

Qiolet, Aeon, Elizabeth Margaret, Ripley, Russell, Jenny

Ripley Jonathan Richards Russell Richards IeRey Wayne Richards
Born 1828 in Qermont born 1880 in Antigo, Wisc. born 1925 in PBellingham
Private in the Civil War Ninth child of Ripley Son of Russell & Clara
died 1955 in Bellingham, WA US. Navy 1943-46

died 1905 in Bellingham

Keith Aflan Richards Chad Michael Richards FeRoy and Afice Richards
born 1952 in Bellingham  born 1973 in Faipei, Jaiwan with their children
Nency, Kejth, Robin

Second child of TeRoy ~ Only child of Kejth & Stacey

US. Alrforce 1972-78 US. Army since 1993 Bellingham, WA - 1967




i  PBeach Store o
%mmi land, Whateom County, Washington 98262

April 1996 Qisit by Alice & eRoy Richards

The Beach Store was placed on the Washington State Register of Historic Places in 1978 after a
successful nomination by Michael Sullivan of the Whatcom County Parks Department assisted by
longtime Lummi Island resident Polly Hanson. Elizabeth Margaret Richards is listed as the
builder/architect. In 1901, Elizabeth "acquired the property and had a large new grocery built with
an apartment behind and a large meeting room upstairs...Along with her son, William, she ran the
post office out of the store until May 18, 1910 when she sold it..."

% Present Owners
Elizabeth & Mark Marshall
host visltors Alice Richards & Roosia K

Catching the ferry to the ;‘Id:li :
Color Pictures by Ie¢Roy Wayne Richards,
Grandson of Elizabeth and Ripley Jonathan Richards




Hushand: Ripley Jonathan Richardi.

Bormm: April 19, 1828
Married: October 23, 1854
Died: May 08, 1905

Father: Ira Richards
Mother: Annah
Other Spouses:

mn

n

. Vermont
in
: Bellingham, Washington

Wife: Elizabeth Margaret Turney

Born: February 12, 1839
Died; April 18, 1920
Father:
Mother:
Other Spouses:

in
in

: Penngylvania
. Bellingham, Washington

CHILDREN

Name: Althera Emeline Richards

Born: March 11, 1857 in: Liberty, Antagomie, Wisconsin
Married: Abt 1874 in: Wisconsin
Died: Aft 1931 in: Bellingham, Washington
Spouse: Frank Compton
Name: Warren Perry Richards
Born: June 07, 1859 in; Wisconsin
Married: in:
Died: in;
Spouse:
Name: William Lincoln Richards
Born: February 13, 1862 in: Wisconsin
Married: 1888 in: Wisconsin
Died: it
Spouse: Neva Estelle Case
Name: Mary Annah Richards
Born: April 26, 1864 in; Wisconsin
Married: n:
Died: in;
Spouse:
Name: Llewellyn Richards
Born: March 30, 1867 in: Wisconsin
Married: Abt 1888 in; Wisconsin
Died: in: Bellingham, Washington

Spouses: Mary Elizabeth Tatroe, Annie Cunningham

Name: Ctis Arden Richards

Born: April 17, 1870 in: Wisconsin
Married: Abt 1907 in;
Died: April 18, 1914 in: Bellingham, Washington
Spouse:; Catherine
Name: Jenny Richards
Bormn; December 24, 1873 in; Wisconsin
Married: Abt 1893 in; Wisconsin
Died: in:
Spouse: Elihu Wickware
Name: Violet Lillian Richards
Borm: May 17, 1877 in; Wisconsin
Married: in:
Died: in;
Spouse: Case




9 Name: Russell Richards . Q
Borm: March 21, 1880 in: Antigo, Langlade County, Wis®¥5in
M Married: May 035, 1920 in: Portland, Oregon
Died: April 01, 1955 in; Bellingham, Washington
Spouse: Clara Fredericka Wilhelmina Kirchner
10 Name: Leon Turney Richards
Bom: December 19, 1883 in; Wisconsin
M Married: December 26, 1912 in;
Died: 1968 in; Bellingham, Washington
Spouse: Edith Dolly Palmer
11 Name:
Bom; in:
Married; in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
12 Name:
Born: in;
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
13 Name:
Born: in;
Married: in;
Died: in;
Spouse:
14 Name:
Born; in;
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
15 Name;
Bomn: in:
Married: in:
Died: in;
Spouse:
16 Name:
Bom: in:
Married: in;
Died; in;
Spouse:
17 Name:
Bom: in:
Married; in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
18 Name:
Bomn; in:
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse;
19 Name:
Bom: in;
Married:; in:
Died: in:
Spouse:




Husband: William Lincoln Richar@.

Born: February 13, 1862 in: Wisconsin
Married; 1888 in: Wisconsin
Died; in '
Father: Ripley Jonathan Richards
Mother: Elizabeth Margaret Turmey
Other Spouses:
Wife: Neva Estelle Case
Bom: March 1872 in; Wisconsin
Died: in;
Father: Irvin J. Case
Mother:; Sarah J.
Other Spouses:
CHILDREN
Name: Elizabeth S. (Bessie) Richards
Bomn: August 1891 in: Wisconsin
Married: in:
Died: in;
Spouse: Walter Seelye
Name: Hugh Edwin Richards
Born: February 1893 in: Wisconsin
Married: in;
Died: February 08, 1978 in: Whatcom County, Washington
Spouse: Alice Amos
Name: Beatrice E. Richards
Born: August 1895 in: Wisconsin
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse: Webber
Name: Raymond L. Richards
Born: June 1896 in: Wisconsin
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
Name: Delbert W. Richards
Born: July 1898 in: Wisconsin
Married: in;
Died: in:
Spouse:
Name: Roger Richards
Born: April 20, 1900 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington
Married: in;
Died: May 03, 1900 in; Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington
Spouse:
Name: Goldie Richards
Bomn: June 20, 1901 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington
Married: in:
Died: May 03, 1902 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington
Spouse:
Name: Irvin Richards
Bormn: Abt 1903 in; Lummi Island, Whatcom County, Washington
Married: in;
Died: in:
Spouse;




9 Name: Marshail Richards . l’
Born: Abt 1907 in: Lummi Island, Whatcom Coun ashington
M Marnied: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
10 Name;
Bomn; in;
Married: in:
Died:; in;
Spouse:
11 Name:
Born: in:
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
12 Name:
Bomn: in;
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
13 Name:
Bomn: in;
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
14 Name;
Bomn: in;
Married: in;
Died: in:
Spouse:
15 Name:
Bom: in:
Married: in;
Died: in:
Spouse:
16 Name:
Born: in;
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:
17 Name;
Born; in;
Married: n;
Died: in:
Spouse:
18 Name:
Born: in:
Married: in:
Died: in;
Spouse:
19 Name:
Bom: in;
Married: in:
Died: in:
Spouse:










